Out of Boundsff -C 

It was foolish of James Cashman, an Assistant 
Corporation Counsel, to threaten Attorney Wil- 
liam Kunstler with disciplinary proceedings in 
the event that Mr. Kunstler appeared at a sched- 
uled public meeting to present and defend his 
views about Julius Hobson’s de facto segregation 
suit filed against the Washington school system. 
Mr. Kunstler, wisely and predictably, disdained 
the threat and went right ahead with his public 
speech. 

Mr. Cashman’s action was foolish as a matter 
of law 7 . There is nothing at all illegal or improper 
in public discussion of pending litigation by an 
attorney so long as he does not impugn the integ- 
rity of the trial judge or obstruct the adminis- 
tration of justice. Unfortunately, Mr. Cashman’s 
action was even more foolish as a matter of judg- 
ment and policy. Its evident aim was to silence the 
expression of views to which he was opposed — 
in short, to suppress speech by intimidation. 

Mr. Cashman appears to be endowed with more 
zeal than discretion. A couple of months ago he 
persuaded members of the Board of Education 
to sign a motion asking Judge J. Skelly Wright 
to disqualify himself from hearing the same suit. 
The motion was offensive and unwarranted as 
well as foolish. A will to win is all very well in 
a lawyer; but it needs to be kept within bounds. 
Happily Corporation Counsel Charles Duncan has 
made it pretty clear that he has no sympathy with 
the threat against Mr. Kunstler and that he means 
to take no further action in the matter. It might 
be well to remind Mr. Cashman that in the big 
leagues three strikes are generally considered out. 



